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Desert Queen

October 26-November 2, 2010

JCC Association, The Jewish Agency for Israel Partnership 2000
division and Geographical Tours are joining forces to undertake one of
the most exciting Jewish women-to-women experiences: Desert Queen
Israel 2010.

What Is Desert Queen?
Desert Queen is a jeep journey, exclusively for women, which takes place in some of the most exotic and
challenging landscapes in the world. This year's trip will take place in the southern part of Israel.

It combines a competitive outdoor adventure and 4WD driving expedition with personal empowerment.
The participants are put to the test as individuals - and equally as important - as a team. Each journey is
based on a 4x4 jeep convoy in which team members drive the jeep in challenging terrain. Desert Queen
also includes hiking, self-exploration, teamwork, sleeping under the stars, and so much more. The journey
is led by an experienced guide and includes full logistical support, including a full-time doctor.

The Ultimate Woman-to-Woman Experience

Through the eyes of the overseas participants, the Israeli women rediscover their love for Israel - and
through the eyes of the Israeli women, the Jewish women from the overseas communities discover a new
and exciting Israel. The overwhelming success of this program has led to an annual tradition. Jewish
women from communities across the globe will join Israeli women in the Desert Queen expedition taking
place in Israel next autumn.

The seven-day journey will take place in the beautiful desert terrains of Israel's Southern region, including
Mitzpe Ramon, Nahal Mamshit and Ma'ale Akrabim. In addition to the traditional jeep and outdoor
adventure, Desert Queen will also include special features, such as visiting new ideological young
communities, army bases, possibly being with a counterpart from your Partnership 2000 community, and
a unigue desert-based ecological project. The final route will be kept confidential by the organizers, with
details only revealed to the participants on a day-to-day basis.



A Brief History

In 1999, the first journey took place in Israel and Jordan and was meant to bring a message of peace.
Since then, Desert Queen has taken place in Turkey, Ethiopia, Thailand, India and other exciting locations.
In honor of Israel's 60th celebration of independence, the Jewish Agency's Partnership 2000 Program
joined Geographic Tours in 2008 and for the first time Jewish women from communities across the globe
joined Israeli women in the first Desert Queen expedition which took place in Israel. An additional 575
women made their way through the beautiful terrain of South Africa. In 2009, about the same number of
women travelled through the Balkans and visited Albania, Macedonia and Montenegro. The new
destination for Desert Queen 2010 is Lapland, in addition to the Israel trip.

Participation
Participation is open to women above the age of 20 in good physical health, with a valid driver’s license.

Choosing the Participants

Each participant must fill out preliminary registration forms and send them directly to Leah Garber,
directorof JCC Association’s Israel office. Only those individuals who submit the forms will be eligible. The
most suitable candidates will be selected based on the information provided on the form. Applicants will be
screened for compatibility. The Desert Queen Company and JCC Association reserve the right to choose
the most suitable candidates. Places are limited.

The Teams

The journey takes place in a convoy of 4WD vehicles. Each vehicle has a permanent team of 3-4
participants. We do our best to connect people who we think will be compatible. All teams must include
women from Israel and the Diaspora. Women from outside Israel may register together as half a team, and
Israeli women will be assigned to form a complete team. In addition, you can request who you want to be
with, and we will consider your request.

Tasks

During the expedition, participants are required to perform various tasks. For example, teams will design
an evening activity for all the participants; plan a get-to-know-you activity; prepare the Sabbath meal, and
so on. Before going on the expedition, each team will be given information about the tasks they will be
responsible for so the team can prepare prior to their arrival.

Orientation Day: Bonding Time

The day before the expedition (October 26, 2010), all the women are expected to participate in a full day of
activities aimed at getting to know one another and preparing for the journey. Arrival in Israel for this day
is the responsibility of the participant.

The Expedition
The expedition is planned for 8 days including the orientation day, and will take place in the south of Israel.
The expedition will include a tour of an IDF army base, and participation in an ecological project. The actual
expedition is conducted in challenging terrain, and the participants are
required to cope with physical, mental, organizational and other challenges.
The course of the expedition is created by the organizers. Details of each
day's challenges will be revealed to the participants on a daily basis. The
organizers of the expedition reserve the right to change its course or dates
according to the terrain conditions, the weather or security limitations. The
expedition is conducted as a convoy. Along the course, vehicles will drive
only on marked paths, except for places where driving is allowed in open
terrain.




Winning
The entire expedition will be conducted as a competition between the teams with an emphasis on

teamwork. Durinﬁ the trip each team is required to demonstrate orﬁanizational skills, operational and




