
We cast every JStage production based on merit, meaning that we cast the actor who is the best fit for a given role.
Important factors such as skill level, attitude, commitment, past performance experience, and rehearsal conflicts are
taken into consideration. We do not “take turns” rotating leading roles for the sake of it. This casting practice protects the
integrity of our program, to ensure that the production quality remains excellent, and that hard work and audition
preparedness are appropriately rewarded. We cast our JStage Junior productions using the same casting criteria that
we use to cast adult actors in our JStage Community productions. 

 We realize that merit-based casting can sometimes be mistaken for favoritism, when kids who have played leading roles
in the past are cast into leading roles again. Kids who have earned leading roles in the past by preparing well-planned
auditions, honing performance skills with classes and training outside of JStage, and having good attitudes tend to make
a habit of these practices, which often result in more effective auditions than kids who are not as well-prepared. We
encourage you to remember that kids will take their cues from you about how to respond to casting, so please be sure to
show excitement and celebrate with them when you receive the cast list! Every child deserves to feel excited about their
role. We understand that casting can be a sensitive subject, and we encourage you to reach out to us right away if you
ever have any questions or concerns. We want everyone to have a great experience! 

FAQFAQ
Do you have to have theatre experience to participate?
No performance experience is required to be part of our exciting JStage Junior shows! Everyone will have a role to play,
and be featured in fun song and dance numbers.

How do you cast the shows? Is every child guaranteed a turn to eventually play a
leading role?

My child stated on their audition form that they were interested in a certain role.
Does that mean that they will not be considered for any other roles?
Our directors always consider all kids for all roles for which they think they might be well suited, regardless of whether
those roles are listed on their audition form. We always encourage kids to prepare the audition material that they like the
best, and our directors will be sure to let them know if they need to see anything else. We take actor input into
consideration, but appreciate your understanding that we are unable to guarantee specific requests such as "female
roles only" or "vocal solo, please." 

Will every child receive individual coaching during the rehearsal process?
While actors playing certain roles may require some individual rehearsal time in order to learn specific parts of the show,
individual coaching is not provided as part of the JStage Junior program. Our professional directors share valuable
acting, vocal, and dance expertise with all kids during group rehearsals. If your child would like individual attention to help
improve their acting, vocal, or dance skills, we strongly recommend enrolling in classes and additional training
opportunities throughout the Orange County area, outside of JStage. Many of our JStage Junior participants work hard
to hone their skills outside of our program, and love showing off what they have learned during our productions!
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Tech rehearsals are extremely important to our production process. This is when we begin incorporating costumes,
props, set pieces, and microphones, and it is also when we bring in our professional lighting and sound designers. With all
of these exciting elements, performances can be overwhelming or even unsafe for any children who are underprepared.
 
Tech rehearsals allow kids to get used to lighting changes and blackouts on stage, the backstage traffic of moving set
pieces, the way that their costume feels, how long it takes them to travel from their dressing room to their spot in the
wings so that they do not miss an entrance, executing quick costume changes, and other important factors that
significantly affect their safety and overall experience during the performances. Full attendance is also extremely
important so that our professional designers can properly set lights and microphones, and make adjustments throughout
the week as needed. All of our tech rehearsals are mandatory, as one child's absence greatly affects not only that child,
but the rest of the cast as well.

FAQFAQ
Do all kids have to attend every rehearsal?
We call all kids to all rehearsals to ensure that they always have time carved out each week to practice what they have
learned. Kids who are not learning new material on stage during a given rehearsal will often be sent into a nearby space
to clean and review what they have already learned with a dance captain or one of our directors.

Are tech rehearsals mandatory?

Does the policy about not attending rehearsals while sick still apply if my child
went to school that day?
We take health and safety very seriously at JStage. Since illness can spread especially quickly throughout a cast when
kids are singing and speaking loudly in very close proximity, we try to mitigate contagious spread as much as possible
during our rehearsals. For this reason, kids are not permitted to attend rehearsals if they have any symptoms of illness. 

Will every child get a microphone?
Not every child needs a microphone, and we have a finite number of microphones available. Kids who need
microphones will receive special instructions during tech week about how to use them. Microphones break easily and
are expensive to replace, so we always take extreme care when handling them!

Are parents allowed to watch rehearsals?
We want all kids to feel free to try new things, make mistakes, and be silly during rehearsals! We find that kids feel more
free to take creative risks with only our staff and the cast in the room during rehearsals.

Can I film or photograph rehearsals, or share choreography videos?
Due to copyright and actor privacy concerns, filming or photography during rehearsals by anyone other than our staff
members is strictly prohibited. Choreography videos will be provided as a courtesy, to help your child practice at home.
These videos are provided for private, at-home rehearsal purposes only and are not permitted to be shared with
anyone outside the cast at any time.
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FAQFAQ
My child does not like their costume/show hairstyle/show makeup. Can they
wear something else?
Our professional costume designer will work with our directors to select each child's costume(s), and to design each
child's hair and makeup for the show. All creative decisions are solely at their discretion. Our staff will ensure that every
costume is physically comfortable and safe for performance. 

Do I have to buy tickets?
Yes. Every audience member will need a ticket for every performance that they would like to attend. Tickets will be sold
for $15 each. A link will be made available for online purchase.

How come I'm not receiving email updates?
We will communicate with you using whatever email address you provided during the registration process. If you would
like us to add additional email addresses to our contact list, please just let us know. We encourage you to check emails
regularly for important updates and information. Please make sure that you have added our email addresses to your
inbox safe list, as many of our mass emails often end up in junk folders.

We have a last minute absence or emergency. Who should I contact?
If your child will need to miss a rehearsal at the last minute, please email carinam@jccoc.org to let us know at your earliest
convenience. 
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