
March 24, 2024 / 14 Adar, 5784
*Holiday starts the night before at sundown

The Grogger
During the reading of the Scroll  
of Esther, it is customary to drown 
out the name of Haman each time 
it is mentioned. We use “graggers” 
(noisemakers) or simply shout out loud.

The Four Mitzvot 
(Commandments)  
of Celebrating Purim

Hamantaschen
The word hamentaschen is Yiddish for 
“Haman’s pockets” (taschen is German for 
“pockets”).  This Purim treat is based on a 
popular German cookie called mohntaschen 
(“poppy seed pockets”) but hamentaschen 
can be filled with any kind of fruit or sweet 
filling, not just mohn. In Hebrew, they 
are called oznay Haman (Haman’s ears) 
symbolizing the villain’s pointy ears.  
A later legend has it that Haman wore a 
triangular hat, which is why the cookies  
are triangles. 

The Story of Purim
In the 6th century BCE, when King Ahashverosh ruled the Persian Empire,  
his sinister advisor, Haman, tried to convince the king to eliminate 
the entire Jewish population.  Haman held a personal grudge 
against a Jew named Mordechai who refused to bow down to 
him. Mordechai learned of Haman’s plan and appealed to his niece, 
Queen Esther, to intercede with the king.  King Ahashverosh did not 
know that his beautiful bride was Jewish, but when she revealed 
her identity, the king foiled Haman’s wicked plan. The 14th of 
Adar, the day that Haman had chosen by lottery for the massacre, 
became a day of victory and celebration for the Jews. “Purim” is 
the Hebrew word for “lots.”

What is 
Purim?
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Listen to the story 
of Purim read 
from Megillat 
Esther, the Scroll 
of Esther

Give Tzedaka 
(money or a meal) 
to those in need

Send Mishloach 
Manot (gifts of at 
least two foods) 
to friends and 
family

Eat a Seudah,  
a festive meal 
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Purim is a joyful holiday marking the deliverance of the 
Jews of Persia from a plot to annihilate them. We celebrate 
with music, costumes, parties, satirical plays (known in 
Yiddish as “Purim Shpiels”), food and drink. From the first day  
of the Hebrew month of Adar, we are commanded to “Be Happy!”
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